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IN THE CLAIMS 

Applicants are amending the claims so that, after amendment, they will read as set 
forth in the clean version of the claims which appears below. For the convenience of the 
Examiner, all of the pending claims are set forth below, whether amended or not. Enclosed 
with this Amendment is a marked-up version of the claims, showing in bold type the changes 
which have been made by this Amendment. 



1 . A method for generating a redemption valife for at least one pre-determined 
redeemable item, comprising the steps of: 

identifying discount triggering items in an initial purchase transaction at an initial 
vendor, the discount triggering items associated with a/re-determined redeemable item, each 
of the discount triggering items having a uniqu^code and a manufacturer associated 
therewith and an associated discount value; 

grouping the discount triggering items i/ bundles, each bundle comprising one or 
more discount triggering items having the same^inique code and the same manufacturer, each 
bundle having an associated bundle total; 

generating the redemption value for §\s, pre-de^rmined redeemable item based on the 
bundle totals, the redemption value repre^ting a/dispojint available for use in a subsequent 
purchase transaction at a subsequent veEWor, the I^Jsequent vendor distinct from the initial 
vendor, the subsequent purchase transaction commisilig the pre-determined redeemable item; 

providing the discount in thje subsequent purchase transaction at the subsequent 
vendor; and 

receiving a reimbursement^for the discount from each manufacturer of the discount 
triggering items at the subsequenf vendor, the reimbursement for each manufacturer based on 
the bundle totals associated wim the bundles comprising the discount triggering items for the 
manufacturer. 

2. The method/of Claim 1, wherein the step of grouping the discount triggering 
items in bundles is performed at the end of the initial purchase transaction. 
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The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of gr^ing further comprises the 



step of tlltenncr in a<^'^orH5inr><=> ^intVi 

included in the bundle. 



me cBscount triggering items to be 



4. The method of Claim 3, wherein the sten^f filtering in accordance with the 
predetermined criteria comprises filtering the discount triggering items such that if the 
quantity of discount triggering items purchased i/less^than a predetermined minimum 
quantity for each of the unique codes, the bundle is/ot created. 

5. The method of Claim 3, whereiff the step of filtering in accordance with the 
predetermined criteria comprises limiting th^umber of discount triggering items in any one 
of the bundles to a maximum number. 

6. The method of Claim ^7, genera^ the redemption value for the pre- 
determined redeemable item fiirther ^mprisi|g^ting the redemption value to a maximum 
value. 



7. The method of OSim 1, the in^ial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
of purchased items, the purch2&ed items comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering items, ^ fiirther comprising the step of issuing cash register receipt 
information reflecting the retail price of each of the purchased items. 

8. The metMd of Claim 1, the initial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
of purchased items, tM purchased items comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering /ems, and fiirther comprising the step of printing a paper receipt 
comprising cash ra|ister receipt information and redemption information, the cash register 
receipt informat/n reflecting the retail price of each of the purchased items and the 
redemption in^ation comprising the redemption value and, for each bundle, the unique 
code associatjj with the discount triggering items in the bundle and the associated bundle 
total. 
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9. The method of Claim 8, wherein the syp of printing the paper receipt 
compnses the step of providing an incomplete cut between a portion of the paper receipt 
comprising the cash register receipt information and a p/rtion of the paper receipt comprising 
the redemption information, such that the portion con/)rising the redemption information is 
easily detachable from the portion comprising the cas^ register receipt information. 

10. The method of Claim 7, wherein t^ step of issuing the cash register receipt 
information comprises the step of providing an ^ectronic code comprising the cash register 
receipt information. 



1 1 . The method of Claim 1 0, wh/rein the electronic code is recordable on a card 
having magnetic media. 

12. The method of Claim i%, wher^g^lfe step of providing the redemption 
information comprises the step of projviding an plectrenic code comprising the redemption 
information. 



13. The method of Cl^m 12, wherein the electronic code is recordable on a card 
having magnetic media. 



14. The method Claim 1, the initial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
of purchased items, the pwchased items comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering items#the non-discount triggering items having a unique code associated 
therewith, and wherein fie step of identifying discount triggering items comprises the steps 
of 

receiving the lAique code for each of the purchased items; and 
determining M^hich of the purchased items has a unique code associated with a 
discount triggering Mem. 
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15. The method of Claim 14, fUrther comprising Jhe step of providing a database 
having stored therein irifonfiation identifying the discount tMggering items and the associated 
unique codes, and wherein the step of determining which df the purchased items has a unique 
code associated with a discount triggering item comprises comparing each of the received 
unique codes with the information in the database. / 

16. The method of Claim 14, receiving thdfunique code for each of the purchased 
items comprising scanning the unique codes with a scanning device. 

17. The method of Claim 14, receiving the unique code for each of the purchased 
items comprising inputting the unique codes m»iually. 

18. The method of Claim 48,/vherein the step of providing the redemption 
information comprises providing a description for each of the bundles, which description is 
associated with the unique code for the hfundle^ I 

19. The method of Claim 48, jSrthIr comprising the steps of printing the 
redemption information on a paperislip and di^ita|ly encoding the redemption information on 
the paper slip, the digitally encoddu redempticm information optically retrievable. 

20. The method i^ Claim 19, wherein the digitally encoded redemption 
information comprises a bar /ode. 

21. The methda of Claim 48, wherein each transaction has associated therewith a 
unique identification nupber (UID) and further comprising the step of printing the UID for 
the transaction on a p^er containing the redemption information. 

22. The method of Claim 1, the initial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
of purchased iterm, the purchased items comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering items, and wherein a product information table is provided for all items 
having a uniqae code and further comprising the step of creating a redemption table 
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providing additional parameters associated with discou^ triggering items defining the ones 
of the items in the product information table as discount triggering items and also further 
comprising the step of creating a modified produc^ information table by merging the 
redemption table with the product information tame such that each unique code has 
associated therewith information regarding the identification of a product having that unique 
code, and that constitutes a discount triggering itOTn, and wherein the step of identifying 
comprises comparing each of the purchased iterms and the associated unique code with 
information in the modified product information/table, and when the unique code in the 
modified product information table has information associated therewith, defining it as a 
discount triggering item, and declaring that iteml discount triggering item. 

23. The method of Claim 48, fiirtwer comprising the step of purchasing the pre- 
determined redeemable item in the subsequent purchase transaction by presenting a paper 
comprising the redemption information. / 11 

24. The method of Claim 48f wherein me pre-determined redeemable item is 
obtained by presenting electronic code comprising th^redemption information. 

25. A system for generatir^ a redemption value for at least one pre-determined 
redeemable item, comprising: / 

identifying means for idenWfying discount triggering items in an initial purchase 
transaction at an initial vendor, the discount triggering items associated with a pre-determined 
redeemable item, each of the mscount triggering items having a unique code and a 
manufacturer associated therewith and an associated discount value; 

grouping means for groiroing the discount triggering items in bundles, each bundle 
comprising one or more discoimt triggering items having the same unique code and the same 
manufacturer, each bundle hawng an associated bundle total; 

output means for generating the redemption value for the pre-determined redeemable 
item based on the bundle totals, the redemption value representing a discount available for 
use in a subsequent purclmse transaction at a subsequent vendor, the subsequent vendor 
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distinct from the initial vendor, the subsequent purchasJ transaction comprising the pre- 

u.>^lCniiniv^u iCUtOlllcH-'lO 116X11, 

means for providing the discount in the subs^uent purchase transaction at the 
subsequent vendor; and 

means for receiving a reimbursement for the di^ount from each manufacturer of the 
discount triggering items at the subsequent vendor, thefreimbursement for each manufacturer 
based on the bundle totals associated with the buncwes comprising the discount triggering 
items for the manufacturer. 

26. The system of Claim 25, vi^herein /he bundles are created at the end of the 
initial purchase transaction. 

27. The system of Claim 25, whe^in the grouping means further comprises a 
filtering means for filtering, in accordanc/ with Redetermined criteria, the discount 
triggering items to be included in the bundle, j 

28. The system of Claim 27, wl/erein tje boxndle is created only if the quantity of 
discount triggering items purchased is e^al to |r gJeater than a predetermined minimum 
quantity for each of the unique codes. 

29. The system of Claim 21, wherein the number of discount triggering items in 
any one of the bundles is limited to mSkimum number. 

30. The system of Clainy49, the output means for limiting the redemption value to 
a maximum value. 

3 1 . The system of Clmm 25, the initial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
of purchased items, the purch^ed items comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering items, and further comprising output means for issuing cash register 
receipt information reflecting |ie retail price of each of the purchased items. 
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32. The system of Claim 31, whereiA both the cash register receipt information 
and redemption information are issued on ajpaper receipt, the redemption information 
comprising the redemption value and, for eachjbundle, the unique code associated with the 
discount triggering items in the bundle and the *sociated bundle total. 

33. The system of Claim 32, wherffln the paper receipt comprises an incomplete 
cut between a portion comprising the cash roister receipt information and a paper portion 
comprising the redemption information, sue* that the portion comprising the redemption 
information is easily detachable from the/portion comprising the cash register receipt 
information. / 

34. The system of Claim 311 the joiEput means for providing redemption 
information and the cash register receipt flnfonMti^ in the form of an electronic code, the 
redemption information comprising the /edempmoi| value and, for each bundle, the unique 
code associated with the discount trigglring it*ns in the bundle and the associated bundle 
total. / ' 

35. The system of Claim 3fl, wherein the electronic code is recordable on a card 
having magnetic media. / 

36. The system of Claim £5, the initial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
ojf purchased items, the purchased Items comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering items, the non-liscount triggering items having a unique code associated 
therewith, and wherein the identifmng means comprises: 

a receiving means for receiving the unique code for each of the purchased items; and 
a determining means for fletermining which of the purchased items has a unique code 
associated with a discount trigg@ing item. 
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37. The system of Claim 36, further coi4)rising a database having stored therein 
^x.xv>x.^^^iiv^xx iv.viiiii>iiig uiw uiowulu uiggcinig uems anu me associaiea unique codes, the 
determining means for comparing the unique cjdes of the purchased items with the 
information in the database in order to determine wfiich of the purchased items are discount 
triggering items. 

38. The system of Claim 37, wherein/the unique codes are all scannable by a 
scanning device. 

39. The system of Claim 37, whereinflhe unique codes are input manually. 



40. The system of Claim 50, whesbin the redemption information comprises a 
description for each of the bundles, which description i^associated with the unique code for 
the bundle. 

41. The system of Claim 50, whefein tli#reSemption information is printed on a 
paper slip with a digitally encoded region fdisposJd tRereon, the digitally encoded region 
comprising information regarding the inffirmatioi^^ contained within the paper slip, the 
digitally encoded information optically retrilvable. 



42. The system of Claim 41, wherein the digitally encoded region comprises a bar 



code. 



43. The system of Claim 50,&vherein each transaction has associated therewith a 
unique identification number which i printed on a paper containing the redemption 
information. 



44. The system of Claim 2a the initial purchase transaction comprising a plurality 
of purchased items, the purchased itelns comprising the discount triggering items and non- 
discount triggering items, and wherem a product information table is provided for all items 
having a unique code, a redemptioij table is provided for additional parameters associated 
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with discount triggering items defining the ones if the items in the product information table 

as discount trieePiripc-itf^rnc p,Trir>Hif;<=«H.»^t-r>riiipfBMf^,-^r.+i«^ +oV->i~ - > .---"-i-^-u-, ^„ ■ ■> 

— i-- i^jgi^.i.i.Q a liivy^Jlilw^a uuuLiiiiinji maciuii laoic i& piOviucu oy merging tne 

redemption table with the product informatfon table such that each unique code has 

associated therewith information regarding th/identification of a product having that unique 

code and that constitutes a discount triggering item, and wherein each of the purchased items 

and the associated unique code are compired with information in the modified product 

information table and when the unique co^e in the modified product information table has 

information associated therewith defining^it as a discount triggering item and declaring that 

item a discount triggering item. 

45. The system of Claim^O, wherein the pre-determined redeemable item is 
purchased in the subsequent purch/se transaction by presenting a paper comprising the 
redemption information. 

46. The system of Cmim 5oLj!^ein the pre-determined redeemable item is 

obtained by presenting electroni/ code c^prilng the redemption information, 
k ■II 

47. The method (1 Claim U, generating the redemption value for the pre- 
determined redeemable itenybased on the bundle totals comprising summing the bundle 
totals. 

48. " The metho J of Claira 1, further comprising the step of providing redemption 
information comprising ifhe redemption value and, for each bundle, the unique code 
associated with the discount triggering items in the bundle and the associated bundle total. 

49. The system of Claim 25, the output means for generating the redemption value 
by summing the bundle totals. 

50. The p^stem of Claim 25, the output means for providing redemption 
information compiling the redemption value and, for each bundle, the unique code 
associated with theffliscount triggering items in the bundle and the associated bundle total. 
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51 A method for fffti'^'-otiVio f-„ i, 

— .T. ...ca.ou ivJi fewiiwiuiiii^ a n^ucmpiiun yaiuc lui ai leasL onc pre-aetermined 

redeemable item, comprising the steps of: 

identifying credit triggering items in an initial purchase/^saction at an initial 
vendor, the discount triggering items associated with a pre-dete^ned redeemable item, each 
of the credit triggering items having a unique code and a i^ufacturer associated therewith 
and an associated credit value; 

grouping the credit triggering items in bundle^each bundle comprising one or more 
credit triggering items having the same unique c^^and the same manufacturer, each bundle 
having an associated bundle total; 

generating the redemption value foi^e pre-determined redeemable item based on the 
bundle totals, the redemption value re^senting & Jedit available for use in a subsequent 
purchase transaction at a subsequen^ndor, theL4equent vendor distinct from the initial 
^vendor, the subsequent purchase te^saction com^siAg the pre-determined redeemable item; 
providing the credit ir^e subsequent puilhase transaction at the subsequent vendor; 

and 

receiving a reimbursement for the credit from each manufacturer of the credit 
triggering items at th^ubsequent vendor, the reimbursement for each manufacturer based on 
the bundle totals ^ociated with the bundles comprising the credit triggering , items for the 
manufacturer. 

52. Canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 



53. The method of Claim 1, 
subsequent vendor comprising a gas 



54. The method 




ial vendor comprising a grocery store and the 



1, the pre-determined redeemable item comprising fiiel. 



Canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 
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56. The system of Claim 25, the initial vendor c(^prising a grocery store and the 

subsequent vendor r.nmnnQino n oao ctQfi'o" 




57. The system of Claim 25, the pre-determj/ed redeemable item comprising fuel. 

58. (New) A method, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of items associated wj^ an initial transaction between an initial 
vendor and a customer; 

identifying a plurality of discount tri||ering items of the initial transaction, each 
discount triggering item including a respecti^ partial discount being redeemable toward the 
purchase of a fuel during a subsequent tran^tion with a subsequent vendor, distinct from the 
initial vendor; 

each discount triggering item paving | res^ctive unique code and a respective 
manufacturer; 

generating a total discount vajHie, wheigp^ total discount value comprises a sum of 
qualifying partial discounts of the i^bspective&artii discounts, the total discount value being 
redeemable toward the fuel durin/ the subse/uent transaction; 

providing the customer /ith the total discount value; 

generating issue infon^ation associated with providing the customer with the total 
discount information, the iss^e information including a unique identifier corresponding to the 
initial vendor, a descriptX of each discount triggering item, and the respective partial 
discount associated with ^ch discount triggering item; and 

transmitting th^ssue information fi-om the initial vendor to a third party for further 
processing of the issu^ information, the third party being separate and distinct from the initial 
vendor. 



59. (f^w) The method of Claim 58, further comprising providing the total 
discount to the ofistomer during the subsequent transaction. 
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60. (New) The method of Claim 58, further compris^: 

venf^ang that the subsequent transaction exceeds ^predetermined minimum amount 

of fuel; 

providing the total discount to the customey^uring the subsequent transaction, if the 
subsequent transaction exceeds the predeterminej^inimum amount of fuel. 



6 1 . (New) The method of Clau^T 58, fu 
receiving the issue informatio^t the thin 
receiving, at the third n^y, redemp 
transaction from the subsequenj^endor; and 

associating the issu^iformation and the redemption information 




mpnsmg: 



formation regarding the subsequent 



62. (Ne^^he method of Claim 61 , further comprising: 
generatingnnvoices for each of the respective manufacturers; and 
transmffting the invoices to the respective manufacturers. 




per-unit (PPU) of a consumable good. 



63. (New) A method for discounting a 
mprising: 

determining a first discount on a PB^of a consumable good in response to a first 
purchase, by a customer, of a first presel^ed product; 

determining a second discou^on the PPU of the consumable good in response to a 
second purchase, by the customalfof a second preselected product; and 

adding the first disco^t to the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
PPU of the consumable 



• 
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64. (New) A method of providing multiple level dis^nts on a price-per-unit 
(PPU) of a consumable good sold in multiple units to a customer who purchases a plurality of 
cross-marketed products, said method comprising the steps of: 

awarding a first discount on the PPU of the consiuifiable good to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a first cross-marketed product; 

awarding a second discount on the PPU of the consumable good to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a second cro^-marketed product; 

adding the first discount to the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
PPU of the consumable good; and 

awarding the total discount to the custom^. 

65. (New) The method of provid/g multiple level discounts of claim 64 wherein 
the consumable good is gasoline, and the^irst, second, and total discounts are discounts on 
the price-per-unit-volume of gasoline. 

66. (New) The method o^providing multiple level discounts of claim 65, further 
comprising: 

issuing an electronic coapon to the customer, said coupon providing a unique 
customer identification and a umque transaction identifier; and 

storing the total discaunt in a discounts granted database which associates the total 
discount with the unique cu^omer identification and transaction identifier. 

67. (New) The method of providing multiple level discounts of claim 66 wherein 
the electronic coupon ^selected fi-om the group consisting of: 

a paper receipt with the unique customer identification and transaction identifier 
encoded in a bar cojfe imprinted thereon; 

a paper receipt with the unique customer identification and transaction identifier 
encoded in a coae number imprinted thereon; 

a credft card with the unique customer identification and transaction identifier 
magneticallyencoded thereon; and 

a smart card. 
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68. (New) The method of providing multiple level dis^unts of claim 67, further 
inputting the electronic coupon by the customer for rg^emption at a gasoline station; 

and 

reducing on a gasoline dispenser, the price-per-i^t-volume of the gasoline by an 
amount equal to the total discount prior to the custorner /spensing the gasoline. 

69. (New) The method of providing muMple level discounts of claim 68 wherein 
the step of inputting the electronic coupon by me customer for redemption at a gasoline 
station includes scanning the unique customer /^entification and transaction identifier from 
the encoded bar code w^ith a bar code scanneyat a gasoline dispenser, and the method fiirther 
comprises, after scanning the encoded bar cdSe, the steps of 

associating the unique customer iaentification and discount identification with the 
. total price-per-unit discount stored in th/discounts granted database; and 

retrieving the total price-per-uMt discount from the discounts granted database. 

70. (New) The method/&f providing multiple level discounts of claim 69, fiirther 
comprising, after the step of sinning the unique customer identification and transaction 
identifier from the encoded bar /ode, the steps oft 

requesting the customer to enter a personal identification number (PIN); and 
verifying the PIN p^r to reducing the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline on the 
gasoline dispenser. 

71. (New) me method of providing multiple level discounts of claim 69, fiirther 
comprising, after the |fep of storing the total discount in a discounts issued database, the steps 
of 

storing, in ffie discounts issued database, a maximum number of gallons of gasoline to 
which the discount apphes; and 

storing, /fti the discounts issued database, a minimum purchase of gasoline required in 
order to qualify for the discount. 
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72. (New) The method of providing multiple level ^scounts of claim 71, further 
determining a value of the total discount redeemed; 

verifying that the value of the total discount red^jfmed is less than or equal to the 
maximum discount allowed; and 

verifying that the amount of gasoline purch^ed is greater than or equal to the 
minimum purchase required to qualify for the discoujP 

73. (New) The method of providing jhultiple level discounts of claim 72, further 
comprising the steps of: 

storing the value of the discount redded in a discounts redeemed database; and 
allocating portions of the discoun^deemed to vendors of the first and second cross- 
, marketed products according to predetcEmined criteria. 

74. (New) A method of providing a discount on a price-per-unit (PPU) of a 
consumable good sold in multioffe units to a customer who purchases at least one cross- 
marketed product, said method ^mprising the steps of 

awarding a first discG(lint on the PPU of the consumable good to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a first cross-marketed product; 

issuing a coupon t^the customer, said coupon providing a customer identification and 
a transaction identifier; 

storing the firaf discount in a discounts granted database which associates the first 
discount with the cua?bmer identification and the transaction identifier; 

inputting b/the customer in a subsequent transaction, the customer identification and 
the transaction id^tifier; 

retrieving the first discount from the discounts issued database; and 

reducMg the PPU of the consumable good by the first discount. 
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75. (New) The method of providing a discount on a PPWof a consumable good of 
, t, iviiiiivi vvmpiiSiiig, aiiwi uie aicp ui awiuuiiig a lirsi ai^ouni, ine steps ot: 

awarding a second discount on the PPU of the consu/able good to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a second cross-maflceted product; and 

adding the first discount to the second discount Xf determine a total discount on the 
PPU of the consumable good. 

76. (New) The method of providing a diagount on a PPU of a consumable good of 
claim 74 wherein the first product is gasoline, aij/the discount amount is a discount on the 
price-per-unit-volume of gasoline. 

^ 77. (New) A method of providftig multiple level discounts on gasoline to a 

customer who purchases at least one ci^s-marketed product, said method comprising the 
steps of 

awarding to the customer, a fWst discount on the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline 
in response to a purchase by the ci^omer of a first cross-marketed product; 

awarding to the custoi^, a second discount on the price-per-unit-volume of the 
gasoline in response to a purchase by the customer of a second cross-marketed product; 

adding the first disc^nt to the second discount to determine a total discount on the 
price-per-unit-volume of thle gasoline; 

printing a pape^receipt for the customer with a customer identification and a 
traiisaction identifier ericoded in a bar code thereon; 

storing the to^ discoimt in a discounts granted database; 

storing, in thi discounts granted database, a maximum number of gallons to which the 
discount applies; / 

storing, M the discounts granted database, a minimum purchase of gasoline required 
in order to qualify for the discount; 

scanning the encoded bar code with a bar code scanner at a gasoline dispenser; 

veri^ng the discount scanned from the bar code by comparing the scanned discount 
with the i^red discount in the discounts granted database; 

pducing, by the gasoline dispenser, the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline by an 
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/ 



amount equal to the total discount; 

verifying that the value of the total discount redeem^ is less than or equal to the 
maximum discount allowed; X 

verifying that the amount of gasoline purcha^ is greater than or equal to the 
minimum purchase required to qualify for the discoun;^ 

storing the value of the discount redeemed i/a discounts redeemed database; and 

allocating portions of the discount redee^d to vendors of the first and second cross- 
marketed products according to predetermined^riteria. 

78. (New) A method of provi^ng a price-per-unit-volume discount on gasoline to 
a customer who purchases a cross-mSrketed product in a sales transaction, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 

awarding the price-per-iMt-volume discount to the customer in response to a 
purchase by the customer of a cjj^s-marketed product; 

issuing an electronic ^upon to the customer, said coupon identifying the customer 
and the sales transaction; / 

storing the price/er-unit-volume discount in a discounts issued database which 
associates the discount ^ith the customer and sales transaction; 

storing, in thefdiscounts granted database, a maximum number of volume units of 
gasoline to which tl^discount is applied; 

storing, in /ffie discounts granted database, a minimum purchase of gasoline required 
in order to qualiw for the discount; 

beginnMg a sales transaction by entering a customer identification and a transaction 
identification^t a gasoline dispenser; 

retri#^ing the price-per-unit-volume discount from the discounts granted database; 
reducing, by the gasoline dispenser, the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline by an 
amount ejqual to the discount; 

determining a value of the total discount redeemed; 
/verifying that the value of the total discount redeemed is less than or equal to the 
majflmum discount allowed; 
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verifying that the amount of gasoline purchased is greater tjfen or equal to the 

minimum mirrViQcp> r<=>oiii«-«»/-l >o /^llo1^A, ■fu..>i — j: ...i. j W 

storing the value of the discount redeemed in a discounts redifemed database. 



79. (New) The method of providing a price-per-unjtf volume discount on gasoline 
of claim 78 wherein the step of reducing the price-per-unpvolume of the gasoline by an 
amount equal to the discount includes the steps of 

determining whether the discount is greater thaij/^r equal to the price-per-unit volume 
of the gasoline; and 

setting the price-per-unit volume of the gas^ine equal to zero on a gasoline dispenser 
upon determining that the discount is greater tha/or equal to the price-per-unit volume of the 
gasoline. 

80. (New) A system for pr^iding multiple level discounts on a price-per-unit 
(PPU) of a consumable good sold in multiple units to a customer who purchases a plurality of 
cross-marketed products, said systeof comprising: 

a discounts granted databa^ for storing discounts; 

means for calculating a/rst discount on the PPU of the consumable good in response 
to a purchase by a customer of a first cross-marketed product; 

means for calculating a second discount on the PPU of the consumable good in 
response to a purchase b/the customer of a second cross-marketed product; and 

a system whi^ adds the first discount to the second discount to determine a total 
discount for the customer on the PPU of the consumable good. 



8 1 . i^ew) The system for providing multiple level discounts of claim 80 wherein 
the consumab^good is gasoline, and the first, second, and total discounts are discounts on 
the price-pe»unit- volume of gasoline. 
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82. (New) The system for providing multiple level discounts of claim 81 further 

r»r>rvir\t*i cin rr* .# 

a point of sale (POS) terminal that determines the /irst discount and issues an 
electronic coupon to the customer, said coupon providing a^nique customer identification 
and a unique transaction identifier; and 

transmission means for transmitting the uniquef customer identification and the 
discount identification fi-om the POS terminal to the diso&unts issued database. 

83. (New) A system for providing a discount on a price-per-unit (PPU) of a 
consumable good sold in multiple units to a cvAoraQx who purchases at least one cross- 
marketed product, said system comprising: 

' a point of sale (POS) terminal that /wards a first discount on the PPU of the 

consumable good to the customer in respon^ to a purchase by the customer of a first cross- 
marketed product, said POS terminal inciting means for issuing a coupon to the customer, 
said coupon providing a unique custome/identification and a transaction identification; 

means for sending the first d^ount from the POS terminal to a discounts granted 
database which associates the first ^fscount with the unique customer identification and the 
transaction identification; 

an input device for inputting by the customer in a subsequent transaction, the unique 
customer identification and thdtransaction identification; 

a sub-system that retrf&ves the first discount from the discounts issued database; and 

means for reducing^e PPU of the consumable good by the first discount in response 
to instructions from the siSb-system. 

84. (NewWhe system for providing a discount on a PPU of a consumable good of 
claim 83 wherein me POS terminal also includes means for awarding a second discount on 
the PPU of the cansumable good to the customer in response to a purchase by the customer of 
a second cross^arketed product, and the sub-system includes means for adding the first 
discount to tp second discount to determine a total discount on the PPU of the consumable 
good. 
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85. (New) A system for providing a price-per-unit-voMme discount on gasoline to 
^ w^btv/xii,.^! Ailvj |yai.^iidoeo a v^iOaa-iiiaiKeiea prouuci 111 a sales transaction, saia system 
comprising: 

a point of sale (POS) terminal comprising: 

means for awarding the price^per-unit-vcWume discount to the customer in 
response to a purchase by the customer of a cross-maryted product; and 

means for issuing an electronic coup^to the customer, said coupon uniquely 
identifying the customer and the sales transaction; 

a discounts issued database for st^ng the price-per-imit-volume discount and 
uniquely associating the discount with the cusflBmer and sales transaction; 

transmission means for sendiffg from the POS terminal to the discounts issued 
database, a maximum number of volum^nits of gasoline to which the discount is applied, 
and a minimum purchase of gasoline retired in order to qualify for the discount; 

an input device at a gasoline ^spenser at a gas station for entering a unique customer 
identification; 

a sub-system for retrie^g the price-per-unit-volume discount from the discounts 
granted database, upon associ^ing the unique customer identification with the stored price- 
per-unit-volume discount; 

means for reducin^by the gasoline station, the price-per-unit-volume of the gasoline 
by an amount equal to the discount; 

means within mc sub-system for determining a value of the total discount redeemed, 
verifying that the va^e of the total discount redeemed is less than or equal to the maximum 
discount allowed, Ad verifying that the amount of gasoline purchased is greater than or equal 
to the minimum/urchase required to qualify for the discount; and 

a discounts redeemed database for storing the value of the discount redeemed. 



